


Astrology is not a religion or
associated with any religion.

Astrology does not involve any
physical “rays” or magical
energies emanating from the
COSMOS.

Astrology columns (a.k.a. “sun
sign” astrology) in magazines
and newspapers are for
entertainment purposes only.

Astrology birth charts are not
always reflective of the person
at all times during their life.
People change.

All charts are maps (tools, guides) of potential
opportunities and obstacles. Nothing is carved in stone.

Only your choices and decisions determine what
happens in your life. We all make mistakes. Act wisely.

Avoid self-fulfilling prophecies that make you a “karmic
victim.”

1 Things You Should Know About Astrology




Helpful Knowledge

Geography - where
cities, states, and
countries are.

Time, timing, and time
zones - man-made
creations.

Calendars and dates -
man-made creations.

Symbolism - everything
in astrology has
multiple meanings.

Psychology - how
people think and act,
patterns of behavior.
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The word zodiac
comes from the
Latin zodiacus and
Greek zodiakos,
both meaning
“animals,” and the
Greek kyklos (key-
klos) meaning
“circle.”

So the zodiac is a “circle of animals” even
though four signs are not animals: Libra=scales,
Sagittarius=archer, Capricorn=sea goat, and
Aquarius=water-bearer

Signs of the Zodiac




Western/Tropical Zodiac: Views the constellations and
planets as they were during the time of the astrologer
Ptolemy (100AD-170AD). So, astrologically you may you
have Venus in Taurus. But, due to the precession of the
equinoxes over thousands of years, your Venus,
depending on what degree it was in at your birth, could
instead be astronomically in Gemini, because today
Gemini is astronomically where Taurus used to be.

Sidereal Zodiac: Views the constellations and planets as
they are today and uses the same house systems, etc.
Anyone can use the sidereal zodiac. But, when the Hindu
or Vedic astrologers use it, they do not include Uranus,
Neptune, or Pluto, and they interpret things somewhat
differently than do Western astrologers.

Two Main Zodiac Systems



To create a birth chart
(natal chart,
horoscope), you must
have the following birth
information:

- Month, date, and year
- Time of birth
-Place of birth

For example, at left:
February 8, 1978
10:36 a.m.

New York City, NY, USA

Erecting a Natal Chart



The birth time is used to calculate the Ascendant or
Rising Sign. The Ascendant degree changes about
every four minutes. The Ascendant determines
what houses the planets are in.
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Without an exact birth time, astrology in general,
and predictive astrology in particular, are not
nearly as accurate. Some general information and
interpretations may be correct, but the subtleties
and events-oriented aspects will almost always be
off or completely incorrect.

Accurate Birth Time Is Important
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Times are not always stated
on birth certificates. Or,
sometimes the birth time is
recorded as 9:02 p.m., but
Mom swears it was 8:45,
and Aunt Em says it was
9:15. There’s a possible
solution called rectification.

Rectification is time-
consuming and expensive. It
involves forecasting
backwards in your life and
adjusting your birth time
until it coincides with all
the various events in your
life - if you can remember
lots of dates and if you have
a birth certificate to start
the process.

Birth Time Rectification

big
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The Natural or “Flat” Chart




Midheaven
Medium Coeli
(highest point)

Rising
Sigrendant

Descendant

DAY DSC

NIGHT

House
House #
House
Cusp
NADIR
Imum Coeli

(lowest point)

i85 Chart Parts




Charts are divided into 12
houses. Charts are also
divided into quadrants.

1.

Houses 1, 2, and 3
represent your youth and
development of self-
awareness.

. Houses 4, 5, and 6

represent your early adult
years and the development
of self-expression.

. Houses 7, 8, and 9

represent your adult years
and expansion.

Houses 10, 11, and 12
represent the period of
maturity and development
of self-actualization.

The quadrant with the most
planets is your most
important.

Chart Parts: Quadrants




Houses: The Stage

Natal charts (a.k.a. birth
charts, horoscopes) are
divided into 12 numbered
sections separated by
lines called “cusps.”

How a natal chart's
houses are determined
depends on the house
system used, which in
turn determines the ASC
and the placement of the
planets in the houses.

Houses are the STAGES
where the action and
events of a person’s life
occur.




Most Popular House Systems Used

Placidus (=80% - North America)
Koch (=35% - Worldwide)
Equal (=90% - Europe)

Other House Systems
Alcabitius  Krusinski-Pisa-Goelzer Pullen SD (neo-porphyry)

APC Meridian Pullen SR (sinusoidal)
Campanus  Meridian (axial) Regiomontanus (Muller)
Equal MC Morinus Scripati

Gauqulaline Polich-Page Sinusoidal

Sectors Poly Equatorial Topocentric

Geodetic Porphyry Vehlow

Horizon Whole Sign

So Many House Systems!
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Placidus Houses /e

The Placidian system is an
unequal house system named
for Placidus de Titus (1603-
1668) It was invented by
Sephardic Jewish astrologer
Abraham Ibn Ezra (1089-1167).
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w8 . the astrologers in the U.S.
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Placidus House System




Koch Houses

The Koch system is the
second most commonly
used unequal house
system in the U.S. It is
named for German

R Ly astrologer Dr. Walter
AT Koch (1895-1970), but
4 X " it was invented by
",o:'/ //# WA T x‘ o \‘o:'\' Friedrich Zanzinger
e | Tt L (1913:1967) and Heinz
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Koch House System




Equal house systems
have been in use since
... well ... forever. But
they are most popular
in Europe. Because the
houses are equal and
start with the same
degree on each cusp,
they do not have
interceptions.

Equal houses are
especially popular with
people who were born
close to the poles,
where interceptions of
signs are most likely to
occur.




Intercepted signs are
always found opposite
each other in many
unequal house systems.
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Intercepted signs mean that
two entire intercepted
signs are enclosed within
houses along with two
other signs already in those
houses.

Interceptions are usually
interpreted as suppressed
signs because they don’t
have their own houses. It’s
similar to renting an
apartment rather than
owning your own house.

The usual advice is to try to
use the landlords’ signs and
planets to cope with
whatever specific problems
the tenants have.

Intercepted Signs




No house is ever truly
empty. No planets?
No moon? No sun?

. Their influence is still
\ \_,_‘ there. Look for the
. house ruler. Interpret
it from where it is.

For example, at left:

2" House Ruler is Moon in 4th
8th House Ruler is Pluto in 3rd
9t House Ruler is Jupiter in 10t

i No House Is Ever “Empty”




Every chart has a ruler, the planet that rules the
sign on the Ascendant (your rising sign, the 1st
house cusp). Your chart ruler is interpreted by the
house it’s in.

EXAMPLE: Your Ascendant (your rising sign) is Virgo,
and Virgo’s ruler (your chart ruler), Mercury, is in
the 10t house. This makes you a good
communicator (Mercury), particularly in the
business environment or your chosen career (10t
House). You are practical (Virgo), can speak to
anyone or a room full of people (Mercury). You can
write (Mercury) and sway people to your way of
thinking. You are steady and stable (Virgo), with a
good reputation (Virgo). You are organized and
honest (Virgo).

¥ The Chart Ruler




el
1 Aries ‘T‘ Fire Cardinal  Mars aggressive, feisty, direct, active

2 Taurus 6 Earth Fixed Venus steadfast, aesthetic, dedicated, values

3 Gemini I[ Air Mutable  Mercury  communicator, indecisive, ideas, teacher
4 Cancer @ Water Cardinal  Moon heart, soul, family-oriented, roots, home
5 Leo S?, Fire Fixed Sun romantic, creative, warm, reliable

6 Virgo m? Earth Mutable  Mercury  organized, neat, flexible, health, service
7 Libra ﬁ Air Cardinal Venus thinker, idealist, level-headed

8 Scorpio ]’[]J Water Fixed Mars/Plu  steady, spiritual, secretive

9 Sagittarius )Zl Fire Mutable  Jupiter social, friendly, higher education, travel
10 Capricorn W Earth Cardinal  Saturn business-like, detail-oriented, worker

11 Aquarius ma Air Fixed Sat/Ura  humanitarian, dreams, hopes, peers

12 Pisces )-( Water Mutable Nep/Jup creative, sensitive, emotional, introspective

~ Houses, Signs, Elements,
| Modalities, Planets, Traits
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Conjunction

Sextile

Square

Trine

Quincunx
(inconjunct)

Opposition

%
]
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N
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Major Aspects

60°

90°

120°

150°

180°

blended and amplified energies

positive energies used synergistically
challenge and frustration between the planets
harmony, working together

discomfort, discontent, compulsiveness

challenges & opportunity with see-sawing energies
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Aspects are the relationships between and
among the Sun, Moon, planets, signs, and other
chart items that express how those bodies
interact with or play their roles with others.

During forecasting,
aspects are applying
when they are about
to form. They are
separating when the
aspect has reached
its peak and is now
ending.

Aspects are indicated
by lines drawn from
one body to another,
usually with a glyph
of the type of aspect
on the line.

Major Aspects
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Semi-sextile 0° minor friction

Semi-square ya 45° stress, friction, growth potential

Quintile Q 72° chart harmony, indicator of talent,
creativity

Sesquiquadrate 135° frustration, need to take action

(sesquisquare)

Bi-quintile bQ 144° mental/psychological talent, creativity

There are other minor aspects besides
these, including the nonile, septile, etc.
But even the minor aspects in the table
above are not used often and their
meanings can almost always ascertained in
the major aspects.

Minor Aspects
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Regular chart wheels
measure longitude, which
results in a flat map (the
zodiac) of the sky. 'I'
Declination measures

latitude in relation to the
celestial equator (the

earth’s equator projected
onto the sky).

Two planets in
declination are
interpreted as a stronger
influence.

Aspects: Parallels of Declination

s

PARALLEL. Occurs when two
planets are in the same
degree and sharing the same
vertical space. It is a type of
conjunction.

CONTRA-PARALLEL. Occurs
when two planets are in the
same degree, but one is
above and the other is below
the celestial equator. Itis a
type of opposition.

A very small orb (1-2 degrees)
is used in determining
declination.
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Conjunction 0° 30

Sextile 600 30
Square 900 30
Trine 1200 30
Quincunx 150° 30
Opposition 180° 30
Minor Aspects All ED

s

Planets are “in orb” of
each other when they
are a certain number of
degrees apart.

The “tighter” (smaller)
the orb, the greater the
influence the two
planets will have on each
other.

The greatest influence
comes with an orb of 3
degrees or less. The
“wider” the orb, the less

the influence, or none at
all.

Aspect Orbs - Orb of Influence
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This grid shows the
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Aspect Grid: Individual Chart
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This grid shows the aspects between
the charts of two people.
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A = Applying, approaching aspect
S = Separating, fading, departing aspect

5 Aspect Grid: Chart-to-Chart
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How aspect
patterns (also
called
configurations)
are interpreted
is dependent on
what houses
and signs the
planets in the
pattern are in,
and how they
might also be in
aspect with
other planets.

[NOTE: The Grand Cross is also called a Grand Square.]

Aspect Patterns: 3 or More Planets




An aspect figure that resembles one of
the ones below is interpreted by the
individual aspects between its planets.

Splash

Bundle Locomotive  Splay

Aspect Figures




Aspect: The Stellium

A stellium is an
aspect patternin
which three or more
planets are in the
same sign.

The planets may
span more than one
house.

The stellium
intensifies and
strengthens its
planets in the
house(s).
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The lunar nodes are directly opposite each
other in a chart.

The North Node (a.k.a. “Rahu”) defines your
destiny (what you may need to strive for if
you’re stuck in the South Node). The North
Node is the “karmic” adjustment (or
correction) that your soul must make to
advance as a soul, a spiritual being.

The South Node (a.k.a. “Ketu”) determines
where and what you were in your past lives -
your comfort zone because you’ve been there
before. Your past lives have given you the
tools you need to move forward in your
current existence.

Lunar Nodes




Two planets are in
mutual reception
when they are in
each other's signs.

An example would
be Venus in Pisces
and Jupiter in Libra.

If the condition of
each planet in
mutual reception is
strong (i.e., they
aren’t badly
aspected), they can
strengthen and help
each other.




Lucille Ball onstage performing
from a script for the CBS radio
show “Suspense.” (January 17,
1944)

A CHART is the SCRIPT of
your life.

A HOUSE is the STAGE where
things happen in your life.

A PLANET is an ACTOR who
performs on the STAGE.

A SIGN is the ROLE that the
ACTOR plays.

An ASPECT is how the ACTOR
plays the ROLE.

Shortcut to Chart Interpretation




The benefic and malefic planets are not used that
often in modern Western astrology. But, they do
prove their abilities on occasion.

Benefic planets have positive influences and malefic
ones represent problems and difficulties to be
overcome.

BENEFIC PLANETS
Venus: supports your relations and interactions.
Jupiter: supports your good habits and practices.

MALEFIC PLANETS

Mars: brings tension and a downside to positive
things in your life.

Saturn: is a reminder of how heavy the baggage is
that you carry throughout your life.




All astrological charts are maps of your
potential.

The choices you make determine who you
are and what your future holds.

Every chart is filled with hundreds of things
to examine and interpret.

It takes years of practice to become
proficient in astrology. Learn your own chart
100% first.

Knowledge of human behavior is critical in
interpretation of a chart - even your own.

Delineation and Interpretation




* There are no “good” or “bad” planets or
aspects.

» Every aspect and every planet has the
potential to be good/positive or
bad/negative and everything in between.

* How you effectively use or do not use the
polarities determines the directions your life
takes.

* Learn the polarities and use them to improve
your life and overcome your own worst
impulses.

Polarities




PLANET POSITIVE NEGATIVE

Mercury loquacious, quick thinker gossips, over-talks
Venus grace, eloquence putting on airs

Mars assertive, energetic anger, aggression
Jupiter generous, sees big picture grandiose, egotistic
Saturn practical, common sense directionless, poverty
Uranus spontaneous, uniqueness erratic, unpredictable
Neptune creative, inspired lazy, pie in the sky
Pluto spiritual, philosophical fanaticism, worrisome

i Planetary Polarities: The Extremes




o

TRANSITS - The events-oriented daily movements of
the planets.

PROGRESSIONS - How you have evolved as a person:

» solar arc/degree-for-a-year

» secondary progressions/day-for-a-year

* minor progressions/one lunar month after birth is
one year of life

 tertiary progressions/one day is one lunar month
of life

* converse progressions/one day pre-birth is one
year of life

RETURNS - Erected for the exact date/time a planet
returns to your birth date/time:

 solar returns/birthday charts

* lunar returns

» Saturn returns

Forecasting
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Bi-wheel chart Composite chart (a

(one chart wrapped blend of two

around the other) charts) gives you

shows how you insight into the

compare as dynamics of the

individuals. relationship as a
whole.

Synastry - Relationships
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You can interpret all kinds of relationships -
friends, spouses, employers, children, etc.

A great relationship is not necessarily filled
with trines and sextiles.

A great relationship does not necessarily
have strong chart-to-chart aspects of the
inner planets (Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus,
and Mars). It may not have any.

Some “negative” aspects may be favorable
because they challenge two people to be
better individuals (but it can also work in
the reverse).

Midheaven Astrology-Relationships




The Midheaven (MC)
represents the highest
thing to which you can
aspire in this life - your
life purpose, the
reason you exist.

The MC also reveals, in
part, your best career
or vocation choices.

The Sun, Moon, and
planets, their houses
and aspects help define
what types of careers
would suit you best.

When your MC is
followed, your entire
life and everything in it
improves.

Midheaven or Vocational Astrology




Turn/rotate the chart until the house you want to
examine more closely becomes the ASC. Interpret
the derived chart the way you would a birth chart.

Birth Chart Business or Career Chart
10th as 1st at the ASC

Chart Derivation-Turning the Chart
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Astro*Cartography maps are hard to
interpret. Cities and Towns reports
are much easier to use, and you can
picks up to 20 cities that interest you
for an interpretation of each.

Relocation - Astro*Cartography




This is helpful if you are looking for the best places
in the world for you to live well and affordably,
work at your best job, find love and marry, have
successful relationships, and be healthy and at
peace.

When you relocate, there will always be trade-offs
because some things will be improved and some
things will be the same - or worse - than where you
were previously.

If you relocate your chart, remember that you must
also adjust your birth time (10:24 a.m., Portland,
OR) to the time it was in the time zone you want to
move to (4:24 p.m., Providence, RI).

Relocation - Astro*Cartography
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9-16-1810 12:43 UT
19N24 99W09

| EARTHQUAKE
_ 9-19-1985 1:17 UT

World events can be
anything, including wars,
disasters, earthquakes,
elections, assassinations,
epidemics, etc.

World events affect many
people, and some events
can’t be pinned to a
particular time or place.

For example, an earth-quake
can have an epicenter, but
the damage could be miles
away too. Most mundane
predictions are actually made
after the event in order to
“prove” it could have been
predicted or to examine it
historically.




ELECTIONAL. If you want to find the best time to
do something such as a wedding or the start-up of
a business.

HORARY. If you have a specific question such as,
“will | go to Paris next year?” or “will the police
find my stolen car?”

ASTEROIDS & FIXED STARS. Interesting, but ...

ARABIC PARTS. Includes the Part of Fortune. This
is a very ancient practice that was originally
designed for use in investments in the futures
market.

DECANS or DECANATES. An old practice
occasionally used in the 20t century.

RETROGRADATION. Retrograde means the planet is
moving backwards. Planets do not move
backwards. Period.

¥ Questionable Practices?
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Reports can be an easy and inexpensive
introduction to astrology. They provide a simple
delineation of your chart. But, they do have
some limitations:

» they do not interpret aspect patterns, house
rulers, mutual reception, and many other
important chart items.

 they do not pull everything together and give
you an overall picture of your personality,
your relationships, your career, etc., the way
an astrologer can.

You will probably need to consult with an
astrologer to fill in all the missing data only an
astrologer can provide.

Astrology Reports




Professional astrologers examine and
interpret a person’s horoscope (natal or
birth chart) as a whole. Everything in an
astrology chart is part of a greater
whole, everything works together.

Planets Aspect patterns  Transits
Moon Lunar nodes Primary Progressions
Sun Asteroids Secondary
Ascendant Fixed stars Progressions
Midheaven Decanates Minor Progressions
Aspects Derivation Returns
Relationships  Relocation Mutual Reception(s)
and more ...

f.d What a Good Astrologer Does




2

» All astrologers are different
in personality and
specialties.

* Your first consultation is
usually about 1-2 hours (at
least 30 min to an hour of
that time is chart review
before the consultation).

» Consultations can be done
by email, phone, Zoom, or
in person.

» Always have a list of
questions you want
answered or issues you
want to have addressed.

§ Astrological Consultations




ASTROLOGY

A Cosmic Science

Isabel M. Hickey

The Classic Work on Spirituai Astrology
Foreword hy Stepben Arroyo

Crece 150000 Sald

This is the most accurate
and most comprehensive
book on astrology. The
explanations and
interpretations are
excellent.

First published 1983 in
hard cover, this is an
older book. It was
published again in
paperback in 1990, 1992,
and again in 2011.

Now also available in a
Kindle edition.

It is not the only book on
astrology that you will
ever own. (I have 42!)

The Very Best Astrology Book




Bills, R.E., The Rulership Book: A Directory of Astrological
Correspondences, AFA, Tempe, Arizona, 1991

Greene, Liz, Saturn: A New Look at An Old Devil, Samuel Weiser,
Inc., York Beach, Maine, 1976

Hamaker-Zondag, Karen, Psychological Astrology, 1990

Hand, Robert, Planets in Transit: Life Cycles for Living, Whitford
Press/Schiffer Pub., Ltd., Atglen, PA, 1976

Hand, Robert, Planets in Composite: Analyzing Human
Relationships, Whitford Press, West Chester, PA 1975

Hickey, Isabel M., Astrology: A Cosmic Science, Fellowship Press,
Watertown, MA 1970/1979

Keane, Jerryl L., Practical Astrology: How to Make it Work For
You, Parker Publishing Company, NY 1967

Lehman, Lee J., The Book of Rulerships, Whitford Press, West
Chester, Pennsylvania 1992

Leo, Alan, The Progressed Horoscope, Destiny Books, Rochester,
Vermont, 1983/1989

March, Marion, & McEvers, Joan, Only Way to Learn Astrology,
Volumes | -VI, ACS Pubs, San Diego, 1976-94

Michelsen, Neil F., The American Ephemeris 2001-2050 at
Midnight, ACS Pubs, San Diego, CA 1982/1992

Michelsen, Neil F., The American Ephemeris 1900-2000 at
Midnight, ACS Pubs, San Diego, CA 1980

Tierney, Bil, Dynamics of Aspect Analysis, CRCS Publications,
Reno, Nevada, 1980/83

Volguine, Alexandre, The Technique of Solar Returns, ASI
Publishers, Inc., New York, 1976

iesed  Books You Will Use Regularly
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